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SUBJECT: NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT: CUBAN PLANS TO LOBBY IN AFRICA 
REF: LAGOS 7507 (NOTAL), COTONOU 929 

1. BRITISH POLITCIAL OFFICER BOURKE TOLD POLCOUNS 
ON JUNE 28 THAT THE CUBAN POREIGN MINISTER HAD 
PLANNED TO VISIT LAGOS JUNE 26-29 BUT WAS ASKED 
BY THE NIGERIANS TO POSTPONE HIS VISIT UNTIL 

ALTER WEST GERMAN CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT LEPT NIGERIA. 

THE NIGERIANS REPORTEDLY TOLD THE CUBANS THEY DO 
NOT HAVE THE CAPABILITY OP HANDLING TWO VIP VISITS 
SIMULTANEOUSLY. THEY ALSO HAD RECEIVED ONLY POUR 
DAYS PRIOR NOTIPICATION OP THE PROPOSED VISIT. 

2. ACCORDING TO BOURKE, THE CUBANS ARE BECOMING 
INCREASINGLY SENSITIVE TO CRITICISMS OF THEIR 
ROLE IN APRICA AND PLANNED TO PRESENT THEIR SIDE 
TO THE NIGERIANS. THE MAJOR REASON POR THE 

TRIP, HOWEVER, WAS TO LOBBY AGAINST RECENT ATTEMPTS 
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BY AFRICAN COUNTRIES SUCH AS SOMALIA, SENEGAL AND 
ZAIRE TO OUST CUBA FROM THE NON-ALIGNED 
MOVEMENT. 

3. THE NIGERIANS INDICATED TO BOURKE THE VISIT 
WILL STILT. TAKE PLACE IN THE NEAR FUTURE IN THE 

CONTEXT OP A SWING BY THE CUBAN FORMIN THROUGH SEVERAL APRICAN 
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COUNTRIES. 

4. COMMENT. THE BRITISH WERE ALERTED TO THE 
PROPOSED CUBAN VISIT WHEN THEY FIRST RECEIVED 
VISA APPLICATIONS EOR THE EOREIGN MINISTER AND 
HIS ENTOURAGE TO VISIT LONDON VIA LAGOS AND THEN 
RECEIVED REVISED APPLICATIONS CANCELLING OUT THE 
LAGOS LEG OF THE TRIP. 

5. IN COURSE OF DISCUSSIONS WITH MEA OFEICIALS 
ABOUT THE EORMIN'S TRIP, BOURKE WAS TOLD THAT 
NIGERIA IS CONVINCED THAT CASTRO IS ANXIOUS TO 
RESUME FULL DIPLOMATIC AND ECONOMIC RELATIONS 
WITH THE U.S. IN RECENT CONVERSATION WITH POLCOUNS, 
MEA AERICA DEPARTMENT DEPUTY DIRECTOR VICTOR 
TAYLOR DESCRIBED GARBA'S 1976 VISIT TO HAVANA 

IN WHICH HE PARTICIPATED. HE SAID THAT ONE NIGHT 
CASTRO INFORMAL! .Y DROPPED BY THE VILLA WHERE THE 
NIGERIANS WERE HOUSED AND CHATTED FOR THREE 
HOURS. ACCORDING TO TAYLOR, CASTRO WAS QUITE 
CANDID IN ADMITTING THAT CUBA'S DEPENDENCE ON 
THE USSR WAS BECOMING AN UNBEARABLE BURDEN AND HE 
WOULD LIKE TO REESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. 

THE NIGERIANS RECENT PENCHANT EOR BRINGING UP THE 
SUBJECT CAUSES ONE TO WONDER WHETHER THEY ARE 
ASPIRING TO GRADUATE EROM MEDIATING 
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IN AFRICA TO BROKERING IN THE EAST- 
WEST LEAGUE. 

WYMAN 
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